Industrial demand for programmable machines which can manipulate objects in threedimensional space continues to grow. Applications include manufacturing assembly, motion simulation, multi-axis machine tools, automated packaging, and medical robotics. Parallel manipulators have many advantages for these applications compared to serial-link mechanisms, such as high rigidity, compact size, high load capacity, fast response, and high precision. Thus the interest in parallel manipulators is increasing, both commercially and amongst academic research groups.
presented in this special issue contributes to understanding and addressing these challenges. 
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